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A soccer game could wreck the bar mitzvah of young Bemie in Sixty-Sx, starring (from left) Hel-
ena Bonham Carter, Eddie Marsan, Gregg Sulkin and 8en Newton.

Retro goofiness part of fun
rn comrng-o

Pt.,soccer romp
:.aS4S

ntut [ l |  s

Sixty-$lx
B+
RaHl PG-13; For

, langulge, some sexuall
_ content and bfief nudity, ,
&mnhgtime:1 hour,33
minutes ;

coinciding wlth the world
Cup soccer finals.

an linglish loss in one of
scveral prelimi nary games.

Ultirnatelv. his bar nritz-
vah dav is cfiise-b a total
disa^stdr, but Bernie bonds
with his lather at a Wem-
bley Staditnn "finale that
compcnsates in sentiment
frr what it lmks in plausibil-
itv.

Told from a ylungster',s
viervpiiinl SirtrSc is full
of quirlcy touches barely
grounded in reality. l.ike
the way Manny insists on
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C<lming<lf-age and
sports thcmes collide in
di rect or Paul \l'eiland'.s
nostafu ic cornedy Srr/1rSu,
opening today but seen in
last year\ Palm lleachJew-
ish l'ilnr fbstival. lt reaches
back 42 years to a memo
rable sea-son for British sor-
cer fans, which gelsmeryed
with $tiland'.s fictionalized
versirut of his own rite-of-
passage bar mitzvah.

lbelve-year-old Bernie
Rubens (expressive new-
comer Grcgg Sulkin) nar-
rates this saga of ascension
to manhood, a day when
werything should revolve
around him. Ilut a busi-
ncss crisis at his hapless
father Manny'sgrucery
store threalens to dirnin-
ish sharply llernie's party.
Worue, the World Cup finals
coincide with llernie's big
day and if England defies
all prediclions and makes
it to that game, attendance
at the bar mitzvah will dnrp
off precipitously.

Bernie had little previous
interest in soccer, but he
begins st"udying the sport
at least as diligcntly as he
does his'lbrah reading
while fervently rooting for

li, ealing in his unrlerwear
so he does not stain his
clothes. Or the old blind
rabbi with extrasensory
sight. And Bernieb kindly
doclor (Stepheu Rea), who
diagnoses him with nerves-
related asthma and offers
hirn lneasurt:d doses of
cthnic wisdom.'l'he 

rnost prornirrent
name in the casl is llelena
Ilonharn Carter, who under-
plays to excess as Bernieh
doting morn. She is fine, but
rclegated to the edges of a
story largely about fathcn
and sons. Ifushed to pmmi-
nence and stealing every
scene he is in is liddie
Marsan (Manny), whose
gallery of sour expres-
sions succinctly dcfinc his
c'hamcter,

Weiland (whr clirected
many of Rowan Atkinson's
Mr Bean episodes) gives
the film an ideralized period
knk and sound. aided by
srxne terri f ic ar r*h ival
sports footage and pop mu-
sic of the mid-'60s. Si{rS,,
is very audience-friendly
and appropriate for all ages,
a British-specific story with
univensal appeal.

Now showing al area
theaterc.
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